APPENDIX A
especially in advanced countries, where the ownership
of the technical means of production is comparatively
widely diffused, one should be referring, not so much
to real persons as to social functions, namely, those of
owning the means of production, the tools of labour
(via the mechanism of stocks and shares), and of doing
work for wages, functions which are frequently carried
on by identical persons. Although this warning has a
certain relevance to polite discussion, it is not im-
portant so far as the purely economic problems of
capitalism are concerned.   Even if all workers were
capitalists and all capitalists workers, a condition which
many Liberals and democrats in England and America
urge, and if distinct cksses of persons on either side of
the institution of capitalism ceased to exist altogether,
the relevant problems would still remain unsolved.
The question of the efficiency of capitalism is logically
quite distinct from the phenomenon of historical
discontent, which may well be mollified by a wider
distribution of profits.   It is this distinction which
many people, both Marxists and Liberals, tend to
overlook.
If the structural problems of capitalism, then, are not
concerned with the distribution of profits, then what
are they concerned with? They are concerned with the
sheer efficiency of the profit motive in the business of